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Georgia Mental Health Consumer Network

2007 - 2008 Statewide Peer Wellness Initiative 
Year 1 Evaluation
October 1, 2007 until September 30, 2008
General Ratings
Initial Workshops
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Figure 1
Follow-up Workshops
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Helpfulness and Willingness to Attend A Similar Workshop* 
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Overall and Facilitator Ratings 1
Ratings Scatter for Both Workshops
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*Willingness Question is “Would you attend other workshops like this one, about Self-Directed Recover and Wellness?”

Helpfulness Question is “Do you think the information you learned today helps you to feel that you have more control over your life and wellness?”
Demographics
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As you can see the group is evenly divided among Male/Female and persons identifying themselves as White, Black/African American; (6 Native Americans, 2 Asian and 2 Mixed were identified as 4 other male OM and 6 other female OF).  
Data Summary
(295 voluntary respondents)
Very Helpful

Helpful

Somewhat Helpful
Not Helpful
How Helpful did you expect this workshop to be?


191

88

25

2
How Helpful do you think this workshop was?


239

50

23

0

Yes

No

Not Sure

Would you attend other workshops like this one?


261

6

13
Did the workshop help you to feel that you have more control over your life and wellness?


277

12

5
Percentages
Excellent
Very Good
Good

Fair

Poor
Overall Rating


70

25

3

1
0
Facilitator Rating

80

17

3

0
0
Comments

All responses to the survey are voluntary.
Comments were overwhelmingly positive, particularly as regards the presenter.  Groups felt the workshop was easy to understand and entertaining.  People liked the presenter/facilitators more than any other category, followed by information gained and discussion/participation (in that order).  In both sets of workshops, the participants reported that they learned new skills and information.  Many offered that they felt empowered by the sessions.  Only two were critical of any aspect of the presenter or workshop.  Three people (of 295) thought the workshop moved too fast.  Nineteen would have liked it to have been longer. The vast majority of remarks indicate that the presentations were entertaining and informative. Peers seemed to enjoy the high degree of group participation and attention to their interests. 
Interpretation
403 people attended the regular workshops; 207 came to the initial training and 196 came to the follow-up. Data are based on the actual number of people who answered the evaluation survey (295).
Response to the workshop is overwhelmingly positive.  It was viewed as easy to understand and entertaining.  The presenter has done an exceptional job reaching many diverse groups and communicating with them in an accessible, easy to understand and integrated way. 
Figure 1 compares the expectation of the workshop with the actual experience of the training.  High expectations of “very helpful” to “somewhat helpful” indicated that participants expected a good workshop.  The experience of the trainings is much stronger, indicating that the workshops exceeded the expectations of the participants.
Over 93% would repeat the workshop.  95% feel the workshop gave them more control over their lives and wellness.   These values are remarkably high and reflect the strong impact of the SPWI presentation.
The charted demographic information indicates that the training was about equally divided by males (M) and females (F) who identified themselves as “white” (W) and those who identified themselves as “black/African American” (B). 
All scores reflect a very positive impact of the program and presenter(s).  Lack of negative comments indicates no pressing need for major changes.  These are obviously useful and well-appreciated events presented with enthusiasm and excellence.






Randy B. Tucker, II, MS, evaluator
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